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UNAMA FACILITATES WOMEN’S CONFERENCE FOR PEACE IN HERAT

HERAT, 6 April 2017 — Women’s role in the peace process was the focus of a conference
held today in Herat with around 50 women participants from more than a dozen districts from
across the western province.

Facilitated by the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), the conference was
addressed by the Minister of Women’s Affairs, Dilbar Nazari, and the Deputy Minister of
Labour and Social Affairs, Jamila Afghani, who both spoke in support of local women’s
efforts on peace.

Speaking at the event, Pernille Dahler Kardel, UNAMA’s acting head, said, “Afghanistan’s
path to peace and security requires involving people from all walks of life, social groups, and
ethnic communities. This requires an expanded role for women and girls, in the home, in the
community, at schools, mosques, and workplaces.”

In working groups during the conference, participants explored ways of increasing women’s
engagement in the peace process, in line with Afghanistan’s responsibilities under Security
Council Resolution 1325 and its commitments under the National Action Plan on 1325.

At the conclusion of the conference, participants issued a declaration reaffirming the central
role that women play in building peace in Afghanistan, and expressing their strong
commitment to increasing women’s voices in the peace process.

* % %

UNAMA is mandated to support the Afghan Government and the people of Afghanistan as a political mission that
provides 'good offices' among other key services. 'Good offices' are diplomatic steps the UN takes publicly and in
private, drawing on its independence, impartiality and integrity, to prevent international disputes from arising,
escalating or spreading. UNAMA assists the process of peace and reconciliation; monitors and promotes human
rights, including the protection of civilians in armed conflict; promotes good governance; and encourages regional
cooperation. The Mission also promotes coherent development support by the international community.
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